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AbzA ¥N X0k UYIEZipich ¥4bX 3 0bt b
TIW EAIAICOPYPA.... 2gi BODE @AbYiTIIW
EiKit EQiOlza 2OGapb B OdA ¥NTize, M
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EoEEA. OCalit TaxelbeAcTP EUTIKAN ...
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OV EzAK. TUTP{iuZ B TigieKCIW ®zK
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OU ®LbTpU 34bX ¥Ogie, M¥iic T Al &°
K4 ¢Obk, & REIBa{pzA ¥ gbA, ®0lz; EIK4
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®za 2Egilbx JIW AIE} (;ADK 1GbObe ¥Oraaae¢
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20¢p.... BeAL: @OT0? (TAXE E¢K pUPEGIED

¢UZ B gMpYa B BT @eOTTPObe, E2F 8A ¢
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¥ubX TUE: EUEEL R¥CA 8AI AzKTPA
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®za TUE S cuG ¥OV ¥0i0mhdc T be; EsDE
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R¥eA, 8AL AeKTPA cuo{t). ¥OVA Oi &
¥OuM, ¥0OV ®¢Lb EsBEgt EUTIKA 3/4bX
¥OcuTr Tl guGi R8APCAP ENiz; TUP T UL
JOighX EUTIK cue{t)
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@it 8Nici- <X i TuXDit uIE EIWAIK Ti
OcoTit B gMPZ ¥pJ E;KA ®LPeAK ®
EA cHpacIpTl pUGHT™ AT ®K ®
za AlgdJ ¥ullbeA 2Ab B TIW pigiBi. ¢ onn § T
UbgbysX AiVKE R¥BZ ElB {ée; TUP T U A
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Oigbza ¥¢&AWEBK&¢ i, ¥ggU¢ T Ebdi
#EAGL , 46, EPGPeg AL, it E0TIKA GMG, O{aera
Bi-UcJbz; -~ Ebes ppAPX OKAPA. 80
2, OKIBITeMPZ ®APG ¥cgUt Ed ElgiKAS
Ei cEzg OIE@ATP TIU ppacBZ 3 A pbAIK
A ¥Akepb 1 BOTE AVVAPEPA 34BZ ¢©b
BAIKAY.

§cMPZ ®EIAG EAVHTPT ¢ HbacIpll ®L4
zub 1 PA 80V ¥OpKi EIKA ®K. TUP T Ul
AOigbza EpicENx<i,a OKOgPAIOV. ¥4pX Of
=<pEEP T 80k, E¢KeALPA ®Ki ¥abX ¥0
VA TETIUPAI apbiTdi X0V TiO¢ I AbZ
¥OpKi EIKi X TVidX EUEG Y
EcMpZ ¥O0V AUTIW epd, ElUT 8eiKi
GEP T pal, 4 cEgc I Ad 3 @it 21K T0 BT,

¥WE GT1TIJIIEcO>¢ OV TUPgbYX EUEE,
RUicGe, ®LPA 3BZ cuZAKALD? A I Ogb
¢AD TU T UlgbvsX ¥TTTPEc T ba;, ¥aBc{b; EU
EigiK, ¥cgU Jlea IEVUZ? YaBa{baA X
DiNcTbe; TPA ¥cgU Jlza gb¥ceT  pidl,
Ol IgKA. CVN¢, Bl ®KIOT iz pbocTl
W B {iz; Epiipc{AbZ ®IACTP OToTIIW
" Thgikka TUD B Ul obvict. TUP T UIEDP:IeE
0B, & GUZAGCODPZ, EAAIAG GEgigG ~ = ¢ObY
gbviX cEPUM AU UEIAGTP TIgdKa). ¥cgU T
za OPAINZ cuGeMPZ TEZ EAAMTUghYPOlkea
EAACT puitt, YuThX ®EIA APWEgct cAPK.
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Fine line!

Raghu Vellora

It's amazing how many people from all over the
world find their way to this tiny strip of island, to
make a home, to cherish their dreams!! We knew
nothing first-hand of the culture, the people or the
sweet language when we embarked on our journey
to this demurely prosperous nation.

I fully realize it is considered blasphemy to
challenge the greatness of this Pacific coast. But |
just couldn't resist scribbling this episode in our
scrapbook...

It was another weekend (seventh Saturday since
we touched down); cruising in and around Tokyo,
we (myself & my Jill) landed in my office in Ebisu.
We were browsing net on the 8" floor of my 40-
storeyed office building. Here’'s where the plot
thickens.

We noticed that our chairs and the pen-holder on
my desk were swaying back and forth. We realized
it’s Mother Earth's tectonic plates doing the conga -
it was a one minute continuous shaking. | slipped
on my shoes and hoofed it to the emergency stairs
holding Jisha's hand tight, expecting to find other
holidayers milling about the lobby in a buzz of
excitement and worry!

Um, no. Most of them were in the restaurant,
eating and drinking. Outside on the street, people
were going on with their business, doing their daily
chores. We gamely pretended we had just dashed
out looking for someone before slinking back into
the elevator.

First time in a relatively strong earthquake..we
enquired to an apparently English-literate man -
"Are we supposed to, like, evacuate or something?"
The word "evacuate" didn't register, so | geared
down my English. "Is it always like this?" | said,
gesturing at the calm of the Ebisu garden place's
lobby, broken only by the bubbling of a fountain.”
This is the fourth one this month,” he said. "Here
we are far away from the earthquake, but
somewhere else it's stronger."

Yeah, he was right. Next day | read about the
quake and its powerful aftershocks centered in
Japan's Niigata prefecture, some 250 km north of
Tokyo. Clearly, we looked so clueless he felt the
need to explain the science behind the movement
of the Earth's crust, so we thought we should
retreat before embarrassing ourselves any further.

Tripping back to our nest, | kept wondering
nervously about natural disasters distinctly
Japanese! By the time the train touched Kawasaki
station, | was flirting with the images of geisha
girls - an intriguingly extraordinary paradox!!

May God bless Japan.

CEd

With kids (and husband) in Japan
Anna Michael

Change her diaper,
Him to the toilet,
Give her milk,
Him his toothbrush.
Own teeth forgotten
In the rush.

(Where is my tea?
Don’t forget about me.)

Give him breakfast,
Give her porridge,
Then clean up the mess
They have made.

(I am going, bye! See you ...)
Hey! Could you take the gomi too?

Wash the clothes
Hang them out
Then cooking, cleaning
Day in and out

(Hello! Hello! How are you doing?)
No! Mata! Her hair he’s pulling!

The day is over
Within a beat
Dinner, bath

And it’s time to retreat

(Tadaima! All seem fast asleep.
Though dinner on the table she did keep)

Japanese words used:

Gomi : rubbish,waste

Mata : (see you/ talk to you) later
Tadaima : I’'m home
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